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THE ST. LOUIS MEETING OF THE ASSOCIATION OF. 
AMERICAN GEOGRAPHERS 

The fifteenth annual meeting of the Association of American Geographers was held 
in the Soldan High School building, St. Louis, on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday, 
December 30, 1919, to January 1, 1920. The average attendance at the sessions was 
about 35, one-half of whom were members. Twenty-four papers were read in addi- 
tion to the three presidential addresses which were presented at joint sessions with the 
National Council of Geography Teachers and Section E (Geology and Geography) of 
the American Association for the Advancement of Science. All three of these addresses 
were notable. David White's vice-presidential address on "Geology as Taught in the 
United States" was a remarkably forceful presentation of reasons for the decline in 
popular interest in geology in schools and colleges. He laid special stress on the im- 
portance of teaching geology as a branch of general culture and deplored the tendency 
to grade professors of geology mainly by their reputation for research and very little 
for their ability to inspire their students through effective teaching. 

President Dryer's address on "Genetic Geography; The Development of the Geo- 
graphic Sense and Concept" was scholarly to a high degree and will rank among the 
finest presidential addresses that have been presented before the Association. It ought 
to be given a much wider circulation than it will receive if its publication is confined 
to the Association's Annals. 

For the first time, the president of the National Council of Geography Teachers 
gave a presidential address; it followed the address of President Dryer. The subject 
■was "Geography Teaching and the War," and the paper was written and presented in 
the delightful style and deep undertone of human sympathy which characterize whatever 
Professor Brigham does. Seven of the twenty-four papers presented were by members 
of the newly formed American Meteorological Society (to which reference is made in 
the "Geographical Becord" section of this number), five of them also members of the 
Association of American Geographers. Of the remaining seventeen papers, eight were 
given by non-members of the Association. Only three members from Eastern colleges 
were present, and the only papers offered by representatives of Government bureaus 
were given by officials of the Weather Bureau at the joint session with the meteorolo- 
gists. Professor H. E. Gregory of Yale was elected president for the next year; 
Professor R. E.. Dodge, secretary and editor; and B. H. Whitbeck, councilor. In his 
closing remarks, President Dryer expressed his belief that, in the quality of the papers 
presented and in the general interest of the discussions, the St. Louis meeting ranks 
among the best the Association has held. The extension of time for the reading and 
discussion of papers to thirty minutes, and in many cases to forty-five minutes, was 
found to be a decided advantage. 

Following is the list of papers and addresses actually presented: 

General 

C. B. Dryer: Genetic Geography: The Development of the Geographic Sense and Con- 
cept. (Presidential address, Association of American Geographers'; joint meeting 
with the National Council of Geography Teachers.) 

Nevin M. Fenneman: Geography as a Subject of Besearch. 

E. H. Whitbeck: "Geonomics?" 

David White: Geology as Taught in the United States. (Vice-Presidential address; 
joint meeting with Section E, American Association for the Advancement of 
Science.) 
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A. P. Beigham: Geography Teaching and the War. (Presidential address, N. C. G. T. ; 
joint meeting with the N. C. G. T.) 

Wallace W. Atwood: The Educational Advantages of the Regional Treatment of 
Geography. (Joint session of the A. A. G. and the N. 0. G. T.) 

Stephen S. Visher: Use of Laws in Teaching Climatology. (Joint meeting with 
the American Meteorological Society.) 

J. Warren Smith: Motion Pictures of Weather Maps: A Report of Progress. (Joint 
meeting with the A. M. S.) 

F. J. West: Determination of Normal Temperature by a New Method. (Joint meet- 
ing with the A. M. S.) 

J. Warren Smith: Cultivation Does Not Increase Rainfall. (Joint meeting with 
the A. M. S.) 

"Regional 
Charles C. Colby (introduced by H. H. Barrows) : Commercial Divisions of the World. 
Wellington D. Jones (introduced by H. H. Barrows) : Geographic Regions and Their 

Subdivisions as Illustrated by China. 
A. P. Brigham: Cape Cod and the Old Colony. 

H. J. Cox: Weather Conditions in the Orchard Regions of the North Carolina Moun- 
tain Slopes. (Joint meeting with the A. M. S.) 
Fred J. Breeze (introduced by C. R. Dryer): Southern Indiana: A Regional Study. 
R. H. Whitbeck: Geographic Influences of Lake Michigan on Its Opposite Shores. 
Carl O. Sauer (introduced by H. H. Barrows) : Economic Problems of the Ozark 

Highlands of Missouri. 
Arthur G. Vestal (introduced by H. C. Cowles) : The Colorado Mountain Front: 

Subregions North of the Front Range. 
Stephen S. Visher (introduced by C. R. Dryer) : Regional Geography of Southern 

Wyoming. 
W. H. Haas (introduced by H. H. Barrows) : Physical Environment of the Cliff Dwellers 

of the Mesa Verde. 
C. J. Poset (introduced by R. H. Whitbeck): Regional Geography of Minneapolis- 

St. Paul. 
William M. Tucker (introduced by C. R. Dryer) : The Geography of Columbus, Ohio. 
Oliver L. Fassig (paper read by H. J. Cox) : Report on the Newly Established Weather 

Service in the West Indies. (Joint meeting with the A. M. S.) 

Beports and Memorial 
Nevin M. Fenneman: Report of National Research Council Representatives. 
George J. Miller: Report of Progress of the National Council of Geography Teachers. 

(Joint meeting with the N. C. G. T.) 
Charles F. Brooks: How the American Meteorological Society Can Serve Geography 

Teachers. (Joint meeting with the A. M. S.) 

A. P. Brigham: Memorial of Frederick V. Emerson. 

R. H. Whitbeck 



